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Crazy Machines 2 made it into the TopTenREVIEWS educational games ranking despite its somewhat

indirect application to education. While this K-3 educational game does not offer the traditional educational

challenges found in the other ranking competitors, it does enhance a number of learning attributes for

students. Problem solving, critical thinking and logic-driven activities are an important aspect of succeeding in

the educational world, which this software helps build upon. This game offers many “experiments” through

which users are presented with a problem or scenario and a handful of items they can piece together to

successfully complete the level. The experiments grow increasingly difficult and prove challenging as well as

fun for both students and adults alike. We aren't afraid to admit we had the most fun testing this product simply

because it's so different from other software products in this category.

Free K-12 School at Home www.connectionsacademy.com/Utah
Great Teachers - Proven Curriculum. Don't Delay - School is Starting!

TopTen Product List

1 JumpStart

2 Elementary Advantage 2011

3 Schooltown

4 Disney Learning 1st - 2nd Grade
Bundle

5 Crazy Machines 2

6 Reader Rabbit Reading Learning

System 2009

See All Educational Games Grades
K-3 Review (6) »

Best AntiVirus Software

2,858,671 views

Video Editing Software

2,704,039 views

DVD Copy Software

2,255,755 views

Registry Repair Software

1,981,392 views

Internet Filter Software

1,924,181 views

Most Popular Products

Software Electronics Services Mobile Appliances Business Auto Tech Science Tech Video

Software » Education » Educational Games Grades K-3 Review » Crazy Machines 2

Review Specifications Images Side By Side Comparison Learning Center

8.8 8.8
9.4

7.5

http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/UAZEVLFYKZGQPMOT77ULX3/8de48f541515a0287a15dc6f50f9cdb8.re?cpm=UiYvZwABG6QKRQYGAAAhvNneHtW-UElHHrfZ2g&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC0zwZZy8mUqS3BIaMlAK8w4CgAYHPg7UDwemw0UHJvo3TogEQASAAUIDH4cQEYMm2lI3opIwYggEXY2EtcHViLTE4OTQ1Nzg5NTA1MzI1MDTIAQmoAwGqBNoBT9BzJ9GK7zkds2e6cJwHOBuBNyCQJAzdD76luKJOEhniesOX8Gq9f7xFhFbpkH9ffAxgf21ZvtlSUmJkJpJj1nGs7Z2C-WQa4lbtH38WYEmyquB-8sEK1VZw_-nzpuENieqA0qeAF3X2TgUG-YZ3Xu0kK8mzITZpRucC-zF2NE9UVzyK71_E-sYKXwtAcNOY4_zEhuv0MfIxkJeCoJsLxKFPePOT0KQAhWnql0vVoCjHQA-eYXja8vNokww5rsTMq4vK861A3G2QP-SpgDvvRJXrgPYlaX-35ZqgBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_2zwneTy5FekcfFJeOBo34Xw-6DTw%26client%3Dca-pub-1894578950532504%26adurl%3D
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgOPjaS8mUvGeEueNlALH0YDgAs2JwooEzeTUj23AjbcBEAEg8pn0AVD7keyVBmDJtpSN6KSMGMgBAagDAcgD0wSqBNMBT9DF9FkUiazkVJ3cayr-Inrt92oMgKgU3rrVLo4PW9mheGrE3Ad7GX61KzBbYXgB38YduneWm-tx-r4V5_kZ162VtYCHbZY-El454QMHw0pcbKOs0JWRLyOXnLaUUdoCpvVKO7pahz7w8S-pAvdZD5-78KTWj_L34HA44Lpt58OPSg3cEZMuK7jZiBaWJAu5NaxI-5XrF1wzkccEifu0aXrO8tp7aEtveEUJJwaBHjvu4GNj8H4Lt6F9xtFirucNfcKxDA2HWifkFAFo6Pyp3EQfsoAH5YnXIQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2D8RRwse8q8nR-UJfYuNwya8Wnjg&client=ca-pub-1894578950532504&adurl=http://draper.huntingtonhelps.com/page/subject-tutoring-algebra
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1894578950532504%26ai0%3DCgOPjaS8mUvGeEueNlALH0YDgAs2JwooEzeTUj23AjbcBEAEg8pn0AVD7keyVBmDJtpSN6KSMGMgBAagDAcgD0wSqBNMBT9DF9FkUiazkVJ3cayr-Inrt92oMgKgU3rrVLo4PW9mheGrE3Ad7GX61KzBbYXgB38YduneWm-tx-r4V5_kZ162VtYCHbZY-El454QMHw0pcbKOs0JWRLyOXnLaUUdoCpvVKO7pahz7w8S-pAvdZD5-78KTWj_L34HA44Lpt58OPSg3cEZMuK7jZiBaWJAu5NaxI-5XrF1wzkccEifu0aXrO8tp7aEtveEUJJwaBHjvu4GNj8H4Lt6F9xtFirucNfcKxDA2HWifkFAFo6Pyp3EQfsoAH5YnXIQ&usg=AFQjCNELYuP96bDD4BYXeeGq7Mcm1SSlUA
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuVtSaS8mUpvyBdGKlAKPqYDADdDo__AF6OGM3oABwI23ARABIPKZ9AFQua_xm_7_____AWDJtpSN6KSMGKABwO_N3gPIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgTUAU_QVMwpzw4r6kgh0KItnD5c0TKsp5oyVZ7UPMXZtwhgNTVyAzkQIXvmdJP9fkAAoOBUcMy5tchQkKKo5tNhlPWiNgQigsF3EvtDddAWj3YSxJ25Gxck-lEcnS3sQvJuVRQpVl1YSpgCnEFzcWv_aMtWYzkfO8ZY7J1i-w8lHudTQSCiecxrc_3Q4AJkSo3FbBawySpDbwXvRnRVPSVaKtcXuA80i9OUKJqOr50E7LsFy9Grr6FMNTeXw7fzH4uXk6TNe87dvg-nKZMmTUfXIjGwcepTiAYBgAeokLIh&num=1&cid=5GjoLgc7eNQtu7e4O6KNJu3j&sig=AOD64_2SqiPZlU9mqIqpYv4_grfuF9aa3A&client=ca-pub-1894578950532504&adurl=http://utah.connectionsacademy.com/ut/geocontent%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26network%3Dd%26utm_campaign%3DUtah_Content_Geotargeted%26adgroup%3DAlternative_School%26keyword%3Dalternative%2520schools%26matchtype%3D%26device%3Dc%26creative%3D34537569584%26adposition%3Dnone%26random%3D12328246291837962611
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1894578950532504%26ai0%3DCuVtSaS8mUpvyBdGKlAKPqYDADdDo__AF6OGM3oABwI23ARABIPKZ9AFQua_xm_7_____AWDJtpSN6KSMGKABwO_N3gPIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgTUAU_QVMwpzw4r6kgh0KItnD5c0TKsp5oyVZ7UPMXZtwhgNTVyAzkQIXvmdJP9fkAAoOBUcMy5tchQkKKo5tNhlPWiNgQigsF3EvtDddAWj3YSxJ25Gxck-lEcnS3sQvJuVRQpVl1YSpgCnEFzcWv_aMtWYzkfO8ZY7J1i-w8lHudTQSCiecxrc_3Q4AJkSo3FbBawySpDbwXvRnRVPSVaKtcXuA80i9OUKJqOr50E7LsFy9Grr6FMNTeXw7fzH4uXk6TNe87dvg-nKZMmTUfXIjGwcepTiAYBgAeokLIh&usg=AFQjCNFJU9JndIp217MBWWIX2_i_08Cn1Q
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/SDUW4IOBWFCKJBD7TJN7TI/6dcbe1cd5899a7b3865513ca7793bb01.re?cpm=UiYvZwAOtkwKRQnEAAAVDr-K0niQDZeiwR4BsQ&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC-7MhZy8mUszsOsSTlAKOqoDYDfi1j7YG6Jat2J0BiNCwvogCEAEgAFCAx-HEBGDJtpSN6KSMGIIBF2NhLXB1Yi0xODk0NTc4OTUwNTMyNTA0yAEJqAMBqgTbAU_Q0a3-66s0izNCMCb7_KkRqqNaLUYwryhjY8cqSODDLd5b0__2HLQf9NL23ntgLy_E9vKK4qz4kl3UDYzqtJLbUjONofDiCH9FKUw755YVEoJIoJG-MgPb_CYw17h1VKToxElRHFoIlYyFkWamBk-AcUYOWJCp1_Q04KI2VZTQUhViBg75v96CkYhCX9eh4a1ZUnsg2JUsctyYtCjkFDvui2SgJY0UEWrLrVmJrFREed4Iar8zwtlljBbGFg634PWZJqBU5zglMEdxNP2MtuF4xAgDbpBDu2i-g6AGIQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_21-XjqiztOhfaHpqPhX2CIQ0DNWg%26client%3Dca-pub-1894578950532504%26adurl%3D
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/jumpstart-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/jumpstart-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/elementary-advantage-2011-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/elementary-advantage-2011-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/schooltown-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/schooltown-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/disney-learning-1st-2nd-grade-bundle-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/disney-learning-1st-2nd-grade-bundle-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html
http://anti-virus-software-review.toptenreviews.com/bitdefender-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://anti-virus-software-review.toptenreviews.com/bitdefender-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://video-editing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/powerdirector-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://video-editing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/powerdirector-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://dvd-copy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/dvd-cloner-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://dvd-copy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/dvd-cloner-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://registry-repair-software-review.toptenreviews.com/advanced-system-optimizer-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://registry-repair-software-review.toptenreviews.com/advanced-system-optimizer-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/netnanny-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/netnanny-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://software.toptenreviews.com/
http://electronics.toptenreviews.com/
http://web-services.toptenreviews.com/
http://mobile-technology.toptenreviews.com/
http://appliances.toptenreviews.com/
http://small-business.toptenreviews.com/
http://auto-tech.toptenreviews.com/
http://science-tech.toptenreviews.com/
http://video.toptenreviews.com/
javascript:;
http://software.toptenreviews.com/
http://software.toptenreviews.com/education/
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-details.html
javascript:void(0);
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/learning-center.html


9/3/13 Crazy Machines 2 |  Educational Games Grades K-3, Educational Games - TopTenREVIEWS

educational-games-grades-k-3-review.toptenreviews.com/crazy-machines-2-review.html 2/3

Educational Value: 7.5/10 Compare 

Ease of Use: 7.5/10 Compare 

Kid Appeal: 9.4/10 Compare 

Help & Support: 7.5/10 Compare 

Crazy Machines 2 can most closely be categorized as a science game, rather than one of the pure educational

games. Science can't simply be relegated to the classroom where students dress up in cool mad scientist lab

coats and stoop over beakers while methodically combining chemicals. In this game, we were presented with

a scenario and specific objectives to be achieved by the end of the “experiment.” The experiment is made up

of a complex maze of objects that affected and oftentimes impeded our progress we attempted to get a

ball/wheel/item/reaction from Point A to Point B on the map. The game left the outcome of the experiment

entirely up to us, which we felt facilitated greater critical thinking and creativity on our part in figuring out a

solution. Fuel your students’ creativity with:

Hundreds of new levels to complete

Dozens of new parts, new pieces, and new contraptions

An online community where you can compare ideas with other members

Free-style mode for creating your own contraptions

While there is normally only one way of solving each experiment at first, the scenarios got progressively more

difficult and provided us with multiple ways of completing an experiment. This game will not present you with

equations or grammar issues typical to most educational games, but poses creative and oftentimes

humorous problems to be solved. Much like we were, students will be left to rely upon their own creativity as

they come to understand the effects that their changes can make on an experiment’s outcome.

Adults may argue that because Crazy Machines 2 does not offer children math equations, grammar quizzes

and geography problems, it shouldn't be ranked among the educational games. For the parent that has

embraced the digital age we are in, this game teaches valuable lessons with regards to science in a way that

is entertaining and engaging to youth. While such lessons are not obviously apparent to the student (which is

sometimes better since some students don’t enjoy games as much when there’s obvious educational value)

like some computer games, the lessons taught are more subtle. In testing the game, we'll admit it was much

more fun in comparison to other products. Each experiment may not have helped us improve our ability to

read or perform multiplication problems as with most educational games, but we noticed it emphasized much

more subtle aspects of learning.

Students are exposed to physics, where every item in the puzzle will have its own effect on the situation laid

out. If we plugged in a wind turbine to a power source, the fan blades would create wind force. When we

placed a blow torch under a water tank, it created steam pressure/power. Creativity is required in order to

analyze a situation and note potential issues or solutions. Critical thinking will play a key part to analyzing a

scenario. Students will likewise build upon their logical thinking because this game, like many other non-

traditional educational games, is based on real-world objects that react to surroundings much like in real life.

Well… with the addition of some suspended belief items and effects to make the game more fun and

“sciency.”

Crazy Machines 2 has improved upon the original game (Crazy Machines) and has made the interface more

user-friendly. A tutorial is provided which spans over 10 experiments. The tutorials do an excellent job of

helping users understand the logic behind creating specific effects in an experiment and understanding

potential problems that might happen. The game, like most educational games, is very easy to use and

involved some amount of trial and error at first for us since we were unfamiliar with the game. If you’re afraid of

your students being too young to fully understand the game, we've found many reviews on mainstream

merchant sites by parents of children as young as six who easily comprehend the game mechanics. While

those of us at TopTenREVIEWS can't really compare our level of enjoyment to the entertainment a younger

student may derive from educational games, we still had a lot of fun playing (and we got to do it on the clock!).

Let’s face it, in this period of time students are exposed to computer games (though not educational games)

from a relatively young age and are more perceptive regarding technology than they may let on. This has

instilled in them a certain proclivity for problem solving and creativity that most traditional educational games

do not effectively meet or challenge. We all learn differently and each game entertains a different audience.

Crazy Machines 2 breaks the conventional mold and helps students learn through a different medium. What’s

more, this is a game even adults (including us reviewers at TopTenREVIEWS) can enjoy and feel challenged

throughout.

Support for this game is available through the developer’s website in the form of both FAQs and email
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Summary:

support. In addition, when we found ourselves stuck on a level, we were able to find a quick solution on safe

community forums from other players who had beaten the level. This provides a good opportunity for group

collaboration.

Crazy Machines 2 takes a different approach to child education. Rather than the educational games software

consisting of a compilation of mini-games with grammar or math problems, this game offered us challenging

scenarios through which we were able to cultivate problem solving skills as we learned how simple

machinery and power sources work and can affect the course of an experiment. We've never put together a

robot before or build a wind turbine to blow a ball into a bucket. Some suspended belief is required for this

game, but the emphasis on physics as well as cause and effect make this a valuable purchase. Learning

should be fun and challenging, so help your students progress and gain confidence in their learning with this

game. At TopTenREVIEWS We Do the Research So You Don’t Have To.™
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