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The open-source blog software & b2evolution has been described as a hulking
monstrosity of a multi-user, multi-blog engine and somewhat thin, yet powerful content
management system software “centered around the blog concept.” For our purposes, we've
reviewed it as the latter. This content management & system (CMS) offers many capabilities
commonly found in blogging software, though it can be quite difficult for a non-technical
blogger to use. If you want to perform any customization at all with this system (beyond
simple CSS), you will need to speak the language of the PHP tribe.

b2evolution contains most of the major features commonly found among CMS applications.
However, its main architecture is still a blog, so it lacks many CMS functionalities. On the
plus side, this application includes friendly URLs, image resizing, photoblogs with
thumbnails, Ul levels, a WYSIWYG editor, spell check and style wizard. These components
are fairly straightforward and useful.

The add-on community is relatively limited in terms of the availability of extensions and their
ease of use. Locating a centralized library of add-ons proved quite difficult, and what few we
could find were somewhat basic. The process for installing any plugins is quite simple and
involves putting the files & in the Plugin folder and then installing it from the Available
Plugins screen. Some extensions required further configuration, which requires PHP coding.
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There are plenty of skins and themes on the b2 main website, but again, you won’t be doing
much customization beyond simple CSS if you don’t know the PHP language. As we have
some experience with coding, we put caution to the wind and attempted a simple PHP tweak
in a template file. Suffice it to say, the result was not pretty. The code used in the theme
automatically generates its own XHTML counterpart, so when we tried to do something as
simple as remove the header code from the date display, it became a giant mess warring
with the automatic XHTML. However, as they say, patience is a virtue, and dedicated b2
users swear that patience pays off here.
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Overall, navigation in b2environment is quite straightforward, with the exception of when you
need to actually do something. The interface felt quite clunky to us and was unnecessarily
complex when we wanted to customize anything. PHP plays a major part in enhancing the
experience of both the user and administrator, so start brushing up on your coding skills.

cms-software-review.toptenreviews.comv/b2evol ution.html

Top 10 Blog Hosts (2013)

I..;I www.Consumer-Rankings.com/Hosting

Best 10 Web Hosts of 2013
‘@'ToplOBestWebsiteHosting.com

New Laptop from Google
google.com/chromebook

Alienware PC Sale

[] www.Alienware.com

TopTen Product List

B2 1 ExpressionEngine
[@ez 2 ezPublish
WO 3 viwoCMS

D
- 4 Squarespace

See All CMS Software Review (4) »

Most Popular Products

Best AntiVirus Software
' 2,439,030 views

P Video Editing Software
- 2,344,618 views

L

i DVD Copy Software
bf ol
w 2,342,296 views
L

Registry Repair Software
. 2,136,072 views

Internet Filter Software
E 1,590,362 views

13


http://pixel.quantserve.com/r?a=p-9fYuixa7g_Hm2;rand=56269;labels=_click.creative.iab,_qc.iab.clk.p-de_F6qVUp9bug.32071.535406,_qc.template;redirecturl2=http://www.quantcast.com/adchoices
http://email-marketing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://enterprise-chat-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://seo-tools-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1HDJu0AnUqzQOeSKlALC8IDQD5TerKoE5OSO0WKezLGSPhABIPKZ9AFQifLxd2DJtpSN6KSMGKAB3NiS7QPIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgSqAU_Q0QTxnVPvf8m7o2Tuu7TPrmBcTPhRbJl_CkL61ad_IJqq45LYZnaSyOg2ooSUrGzlLm4NtM14Y42ZUYr7tx0Y_W3GO3Acqkn0VjO9ombdqqKx8PsYfHfcstCbU5wZLgLoMws3hZo_p431xEPPng_FUQ9t4vR9mOQvQUNa1qJJpRVb6qdb2ElpsOpIu5T9q8h79EPukF9-q9brguXX_edwL2WK5KAvEUzWiAYBgAeMp-0S&num=1&cid=5GjZDq3h-PaIKsOc5ALa7tH0&sig=AOD64_1IOcWL2yIVSCofgtL48rBDu-uA5Q&client=ca-pub-1894578950532504&adurl=http://www.comparecrmvendors.com/%3FSource%3DGoogle%26KW%3Dcompare%2520crm%2520software%26Synd%3Dcontent%26AdPlace%3Dcms-software-review.toptenreviews.com%26Creative%3D26390161996
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/b2evolution.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1894578950532504%26ai0%3DC1HDJu0AnUqzQOeSKlALC8IDQD5TerKoE5OSO0WKezLGSPhABIPKZ9AFQifLxd2DJtpSN6KSMGKAB3NiS7QPIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgSqAU_Q0QTxnVPvf8m7o2Tuu7TPrmBcTPhRbJl_CkL61ad_IJqq45LYZnaSyOg2ooSUrGzlLm4NtM14Y42ZUYr7tx0Y_W3GO3Acqkn0VjO9ombdqqKx8PsYfHfcstCbU5wZLgLoMws3hZo_p431xEPPng_FUQ9t4vR9mOQvQUNa1qJJpRVb6qdb2ElpsOpIu5T9q8h79EPukF9-q9brguXX_edwL2WK5KAvEUzWiAYBgAeMp-0S&usg=AFQjCNHOmqIlXEhaUav-DZnMZ6WBlAsoWQ
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3BZsukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAwq-DB1wOT9bzAS6_Mx64HEAEg5-WiGCgEUKL1nsv-_____wFgybaUjeikjBigAemnrPYDyAEB4AIAqAMByAOfBKoEyQFP0CA2Y_7-zNGxNWLY4zgU7CnYkxZihtSSYP3zYR9E7DkF-i-cxgtGhYEoG9B3MOGbpwQPFDc8HiT1u1kgoQeL6-BLcbL3uT322AJEezFJ7Ej0FGcZp0VAVyaWKatWMatfsQApbuNsCu-M95vXV1CDFf5q095YdDIEQr4f8DKFz8333s7V6lEjMG1Ly9Y5zhJGk1osXw_gRmlomNCmLB6n6TJNadzD-I6CrlIl-ohQqDe5ZOoJAh9xgQBBvd66DvdC3krDRKHToAzgBAGIBgGAB__X0wk&num=1&cid=5GiWLrMg1lsVVbrLjUuIvXbQ&sig=AOD64_0kOd7mcNe6lgK-4uxXcg3MSd3t-A&client=ca-pub-5787592483766760&adurl=http://centertrk.com/%3Fch%3D1%26ag%3D2043938163%26ad%3D20213895123%26cr%3D1976690223%26sc%3Dcontent%26kw%3Dwordpress%2520hosting%26plc%3Dcms-software-review.toptenreviews.com%26adpos%3Dnone%26a%3D148%26c%3D2968%26s1%3D2043938163%26s2%3Dwordpress%2520hosting.1976690223%26s3%3D.d.20213895123%26s5%3Dnone.cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com%26ls%3Dg
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvwapukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAw6fib9AXRmIT7mwHAjbcBEAIg5-WiGCgEUNinwI4CYMm2lI3opIwYoAG_6_7IA8gBAeACAKgDAcgDnwSqBMwBT9AwSTz8_s_RsTVi2OM4FOwp2JMWYobUkmD982EfROw5BfovnMYLRoWBKBvQdzDhm6cEDxQ3PB4k9btZIKEHi-vgS3Gy97k99tgCRHsxSexI9BRnGadFQFcmlimrVjGrX7EAKW7jbArvjPeb11dQgxX-atPeWHQyBEK-H_AyhbfO95bOJ-Gm8RG5ZhLsAsgbQZZYKlus05r783MyPcf9XALZtsIyKFONn65f2PnArat3TGfq_AEfxMKA9P5fTw32itpL60YP52GnNc_O4AQBiAYBgAeplIE3&num=2&cid=5GiWLrMg1lsVVbrLjUuIvXbQ&sig=AOD64_2U6t3VPl2yy6BoXYfprK0u_vK_ig&client=ca-pub-5787592483766760&adurl=http://www.Top10BestWebsiteHosting.com/index.php%3Fkw%3D%26c%3D41768645985%26t%3Dcontent%26p%3Dcms-software-review.toptenreviews.com%26m%3D%26adpos%3Dnone%26a%3D2921
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clr2UukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAw7_-ZuAP_8aOThQHAjbcBEAMg5-WiGCgEUJqvs5X5_____wFgybaUjeikjBigAcmPrtkDyAEB4AIAqAMByAOfBKoEwAFP0EAOZPz-ztGxNWLY4zgU7CnYkxZihtSSYP3zYR9E7DkF-i-cxgtGhYEoG9B3MOGbpwQPFDc8HiT1u1kgoQeL6-BLcbL3uT322AJEezFJ7Ej0FGcZp0VAVyaWKatWMatfsQApbuNsCu-M95vXV1CDFf5q095YdDIEQr4f8DKFpc38JfQXHJUO6lxxzH4LEyHooIkfg5wbrYPzMzZNxxiq6dJGwZre-It3rVrY-cjl67dMZ-v8AR_5xYFUuDhks9DgBAGIBgGAB5_w0SY&num=3&cid=5GiWLrMg1lsVVbrLjUuIvXbQ&sig=AOD64_0oFlcOvJGEiyjq8jKeUp-dUqXWEg&client=ca-pub-5787592483766760&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3B274354908%3B100789965%3Bw
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5Go1ukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAwj_2p8gPHyrfNZ5_Qgue0ARAEIOflohgoBFDiwMDhBWDJtpSN6KSMGKABkdf21gPIAQHgAgCoAwHIA58EqgTIAU_QYF_j5eL16QOGRp7tJkqyNdGBFXSVw9o_6uB-E1a1Yx7lK43NF1GWniQJ1Cp97ZlwvwQtNDxWbvK-Nh6zrlDXtVdxtr2sPbrWHBolLUD-S-IHcFH4UlNIKoRw8U0ur066HD59_GAY69G6l9UVHdNC7XPQx1lpNAUC-APpMylNyj4UO5j_kdLYZXLA3z3KFUCQWSj7nAus8_N7M03H5VwC2ebHMij-fnSlUi26PaarN7lkH_8BX3FBdbe_37oOP47bqyX1x_NO4AQBiAYBgAfXqIkp&num=4&cid=5GiWLrMg1lsVVbrLjUuIvXbQ&sig=AOD64_1harqdvM4s20F9MAS5z9rcDpjHoA&client=ca-pub-5787592483766760&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D901pdb6671%26mid%3D901pdb6671%26mkwid%3DcTVAK0HU0%26pcrid%3D27808174095%26pkw%3D%26pmt%3D%26pdv%3Dc%26lp%3Dhttp://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/12309-80731-2056-0%3FCID%3D261382%26LID%3D4707243%26st%3D%26VEN1%3DcTVAK0HU0,27808174095,901pdb6671,c%26VEN2%3D,%26DURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.alienware.com%252FLandings%252Fpromotions.aspx
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/b2evolution.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5787592483766760%26ai0%3DC3BZsukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAwq-DB1wOT9bzAS6_Mx64HEAEg5-WiGCgEUKL1nsv-_____wFgybaUjeikjBigAemnrPYDyAEB4AIAqAMByAOfBKoEyQFP0CA2Y_7-zNGxNWLY4zgU7CnYkxZihtSSYP3zYR9E7DkF-i-cxgtGhYEoG9B3MOGbpwQPFDc8HiT1u1kgoQeL6-BLcbL3uT322AJEezFJ7Ej0FGcZp0VAVyaWKatWMatfsQApbuNsCu-M95vXV1CDFf5q095YdDIEQr4f8DKFz8333s7V6lEjMG1Ly9Y5zhJGk1osXw_gRmlomNCmLB6n6TJNadzD-I6CrlIl-ohQqDe5ZOoJAh9xgQBBvd66DvdC3krDRKHToAzgBAGIBgGAB__X0wk%26ai1%3DCvwapukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAw6fib9AXRmIT7mwHAjbcBEAIg5-WiGCgEUNinwI4CYMm2lI3opIwYoAG_6_7IA8gBAeACAKgDAcgDnwSqBMwBT9AwSTz8_s_RsTVi2OM4FOwp2JMWYobUkmD982EfROw5BfovnMYLRoWBKBvQdzDhm6cEDxQ3PB4k9btZIKEHi-vgS3Gy97k99tgCRHsxSexI9BRnGadFQFcmlimrVjGrX7EAKW7jbArvjPeb11dQgxX-atPeWHQyBEK-H_AyhbfO95bOJ-Gm8RG5ZhLsAsgbQZZYKlus05r783MyPcf9XALZtsIyKFONn65f2PnArat3TGfq_AEfxMKA9P5fTw32itpL60YP52GnNc_O4AQBiAYBgAeplIE3%26ai2%3DClr2UukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAw7_-ZuAP_8aOThQHAjbcBEAMg5-WiGCgEUJqvs5X5_____wFgybaUjeikjBigAcmPrtkDyAEB4AIAqAMByAOfBKoEwAFP0EAOZPz-ztGxNWLY4zgU7CnYkxZihtSSYP3zYR9E7DkF-i-cxgtGhYEoG9B3MOGbpwQPFDc8HiT1u1kgoQeL6-BLcbL3uT322AJEezFJ7Ej0FGcZp0VAVyaWKatWMatfsQApbuNsCu-M95vXV1CDFf5q095YdDIEQr4f8DKFpc38JfQXHJUO6lxxzH4LEyHooIkfg5wbrYPzMzZNxxiq6dJGwZre-It3rVrY-cjl67dMZ-v8AR_5xYFUuDhks9DgBAGIBgGAB5_w0SY%26ai3%3DC5Go1ukAnUpWfKeeJlAKHjoAwj_2p8gPHyrfNZ5_Qgue0ARAEIOflohgoBFDiwMDhBWDJtpSN6KSMGKABkdf21gPIAQHgAgCoAwHIA58EqgTIAU_QYF_j5eL16QOGRp7tJkqyNdGBFXSVw9o_6uB-E1a1Yx7lK43NF1GWniQJ1Cp97ZlwvwQtNDxWbvK-Nh6zrlDXtVdxtr2sPbrWHBolLUD-S-IHcFH4UlNIKoRw8U0ur066HD59_GAY69G6l9UVHdNC7XPQx1lpNAUC-APpMylNyj4UO5j_kdLYZXLA3z3KFUCQWSj7nAus8_N7M03H5VwC2ebHMij-fnSlUi26PaarN7lkH_8BX3FBdbe_37oOP47bqyX1x_NO4AQBiAYBgAfXqIkp&usg=AFQjCNGNS8LJvl43ICsD4Zd34BTfaEnxZQ
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/expression-engine-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/expression-engine-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/ez-publish-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/ez-publish-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/vivvo-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/vivvo-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/squarespace-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/squarespace-review.html
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://anti-virus-software-review.toptenreviews.com/bitdefender-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://anti-virus-software-review.toptenreviews.com/bitdefender-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://video-editing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/powerdirector-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://video-editing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/powerdirector-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://dvd-copy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/dvd-cloner-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://dvd-copy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/dvd-cloner-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://registry-repair-software-review.toptenreviews.com/advanced-system-optimizer-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://registry-repair-software-review.toptenreviews.com/advanced-system-optimizer-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/netnanny-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/netnanny-review.html?cmpid=rt-mostpop
http://software.toptenreviews.com/
http://electronics.toptenreviews.com/
http://web-services.toptenreviews.com/
http://mobile-technology.toptenreviews.com/
http://appliances.toptenreviews.com/
http://small-business.toptenreviews.com/
http://auto-tech.toptenreviews.com/
http://science-tech.toptenreviews.com/
http://video.toptenreviews.com/
javascript:;
http://software.toptenreviews.com/
http://software.toptenreviews.com/internet-ecommerce/
http://cms-software-review.toptenreviews.com/

9/4/13 b2ewolution - TopTenREVIEWS

The installation is quick and straightforward, though it apparently created some issues with
a number of files. At the bottom of the dashboard screen — every screen, really — there are
warnings and notices about issues with PHP files being undefined or invalid. We aren't
certain which issues these errors caused in the actual interface, but there was apparently
something wrong with it.

You can stage and schedule your content with b2 from the main admin interface, which, by
the way, might be a deal breaker for less-patient people. The admin panel interface has
basically no context-sensitive help and is fairly sprawling and incomprehensible. The admin
panel can accomplish the bulk of the management work, yet there is no mass-edit
mechanism for removing or editing multiple posts or comments.

The b2evolution website includes a plugin and theme bin where all the add-ons live and
evolve. There is also online documentation in the form of a finely organized wiki. Email
support is available, which can be a benefit because the user community for this CMS is
somewhat small and might not be as timely in responding to your questions.

Overall, b2evolution is ideal content management system & software for many types of
advanced bloggers and professionals in a blog-centric organization. Used by a relatively
small but enthusiastic klatch of bloggers, the community is active and vital and continually
works to improve not only the user experience but also the versatility of the CMS itself.
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