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Faith-Based Organizations: Government Funding for Religious Programs
Imagine there-waslan organization whose goal was to help disadvantaged teenagers wha - /Tzd Crd
struggled with drug addictions. The organization would help the teens fight their addictions and
héi-pﬁe;ﬁnd support and love through God*s-levd. The organization wad helping many teens -/ F/¥/ed
overcome drug addictions, but they did not have the money to keep the organization running.

What would they do? Could they go to the government for hel@or would that violate the ~ —

establishment clause? acel A faith-based —¥

organization is nermally a nonyprofit or charity program run by a religious group. Fhere-arel —7 / =/ —

numerous faith-based organizations tha¥ strengthen the nation in many areas such as working @/ -9

with the elderly, fighting against drugs, and providing care in emergencies. Some of these
organizations can be funded by private donations, but someneed help. wry

In December 2002, President George W. Bush gave that provided a—way—faa— - g
faith-based organizations to-havélmore access to federal funding (Williams, 2006, p. 64). Bvent” -7, / -
gefore President Bush pushed for government funding, formel;‘ President Clinton relaxed the laws @/ =
that were associated with faith-based organizations. Even with these laws passed, it is difficult
for a religious organization to receive moneyy They have to establish a way for the aid to be 5/ /@
provided in a secular way. It is easier for the government to fund faith-based organizations that
hand out clothes and water after an-emel:ge-ne;j’compared to religious organizations that help J.‘sar;(y

people over'come addictions. An organization l-s-ab-le%-hand-eag- food without involving religion, -2 = /fsfréa?‘u/

&nd—ﬂ&s—wﬂ%&&se—a—blemhng-gﬁeh&seh-eﬂd-ﬁa&—ﬁ%ecomes difficult when organizations —; / 5?18(37“01'\ of

chardy nd stote
start involving %aaj religion to help fight drug addictions.Faith-based organizations-that _o
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&Frengmmd-heﬂﬂﬁmﬁeﬁﬂae*eemphtrthfjﬁegmm? =
Faith-based organizations are often funded,by private donations from the members of the Ind von

community and-un-by/ volunteers. This-is-theleasiest way for organizations to receive money -5'/ ow; J::?i -
ﬂ""’e °

because it doesn’t matter how they spend the money. Hthe-private-denations-stopcoming;tie

g A lock. oF privere
ning a problem as donswans & e,

there are more organizations and not enough people to help fund thcm’.’/ }(eceiving money from [le, /@
{
the government can become a big problem because of the restrictions that are placed-te-keep-the-

baniep-bel-ween?’church and state strong. The government has-to/make sure that the organization -7 /WM./F-.}

ﬁgmﬁg—tecr use the money to help people, not -use—th-e-maneg.r-tj promote their religion. I-money wi// / X

ing for government funding 72 Handim ':;': :"’j
s

e

wrnm‘f’ E\J-‘j
s,pud
%E&, laws have.

ﬂwmg—waﬁ-the—g-gwnmﬂuhas.madj’it difficult for,organizations to receive the funding. b ;’tﬁ:’ % wake

ﬂmse—eﬁganizawmmeyhﬁeﬂ?hlock grants, «whieh—i-;loney that is given to the —9’/@ /ﬁu or
stateq\](he state Whow to spend the money (Kramer, et al., 2005 WP 24). % / "!{“’/@/ h‘f‘ I
A

This could/cause problems if the state decides that the money should be spent on other things-and- Buj‘n‘f‘s o

in order to sponsor their church and proselytize to others.

In order to protect faith-based

ing! The other types of federal aid thatislavailable — / 7
for faith-based organizations are harder to use because they are given for alspecific purposex —?/’(r
Kramer, et al., 2005, p. 24). The government will g tsd funding but because it is for a u;‘o& / A
iy

specific purposqaf%ecomes more difficult for t-hg faith-based organizations te-use-this-meney- _&_‘.-’u;c oFFle / o,
m

without-involvingireligion. b



Faith-Based Organizations 4

The government is-witling-te/ giveA money to organizations that help people, but they have w1/ fﬁ[‘j / s
high standards for the non,government programs that they g-we—tJ A study conducted for the = / o
Urban@showed that;,“meeting government standards was a particular challenge in the 7, 4744 /-9'
substance abuse field” (Kramer, et al., 2005, p. 44). The Urban Institute is an organizatim}é who, /e
mission is te/“to promote sound social policy and public debate on national priorities'?the Urban 25 %llews* /@
Institute gathers and analyzes data, conducts policy research, evaluates programs and services,
and educates Americans on critical issues and trends” (The Urban Institute, 2006, q1). The
standards were not put in place to keep out the faith-based organizations; they were put there in

order to assure that the participants were—gettmgT at leasts,the minimum standards of service and vecetved /=

help (Kramer, et al., 2005, p. 44). Reeetving-fun

government wants to make sure that +h9f)-articipants are receiving the kind of aid a-nd»—hehT that —?' /_s-

will effectively help them overcome their addictions. This is another reason why, in some cases, 2

private donations don’t provide enough money. In order F@Hrrgﬁaﬁzﬂ-t-iaﬂgfto provide the best -d’

form of assistance, Lhe)?;leed to teach their volunteers or employees how to effectively help the‘ﬁesa s i ons
participants. While meeting the standards are hard, some organizations meet—theni_ and are-proven Succeed

to/do a good job of helping people. These are the types of organizations thatdshould receive _jz?'gui’iw.

funding ffjgm the government. @:\ '

Equality is an important factor th‘a-t-ﬂtcdsw‘btrcmcmbtrcd-whcn'mc'govmmem—gwg —
funding tcj?alth based organizations. Secular government programs need—*te—sﬂ-l-l—be—recal-\un.g?' m}um

equal amounts of money. Eaith-b

t—?h@i@é—f&f—ﬁfhﬁJ Daniel J. Rosenthal, a law clerk to Judge Ricardo M. Urbina in the United —

states District Court for the District of Columbia, said,“the push in recent years to include @ _,-/ A

/ }
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religious institutions in social service programs is rooted in a desire to supply the community
with a religious option in seeking social help programs” (2006, p. 642). If people need help with
a problem, they -Sh-@-ﬂ-ld—hﬁ'v‘;r the choice of what type of program they want to attend. If they degerve

decideﬁ/ that the government will provide the best help for them, then there-should-bed” o -

government programs, available. If they decided that a faith-based organization wetﬂd‘]'ﬁrovide shoull Le/_?/m' I
i

the best help, then thereBhould beihose-efgeﬂi-z&t-iengévailable. Fhegovernment should allow such "‘fﬂfﬁf fons
Julbe

Faith-based organizations are proven to be more effective for some people. Rosenthal
stated thatgy“it is commonly thought that in seeking social service programs, individuals will feel g

more comfortable with, and therefore will have greater success in, social service programs

supplied by institutions of their faith” (2006, p. 642). [Teen Challenge, a faith-based organization

that helps teenagers with drug rehabilitatioﬂhad’é stud\; dend by the National Institute on Dm‘g?_r@/m 5/

Abuse, wh-ie—b—i?ﬁn organization that works on finding ways to stop drug abuse! They found that @/—r

86 percent of participates were still drugﬂfree seven years later. I—t—eefﬂ-pﬁres—thi-sj.to some single :/?2’;‘ B Sl

digit percents of those still drug free years after participating in government,run programs = / -

(Sherman, 2003, p. 22). "Fhese—k—i-ﬂd-s-eg-grganizations  are the ones who deserve federal help if J’@/ﬁ,ﬂ 35 Toen
- %;’

(¥

they need it. They are proven to have a high percentage of success and are changing the lives of

those who participate.

Anothermwizﬂgc_ﬁ@is the National Job Partnership. This organization(?;,/—?-
hs-lp?;eople who have received welfare before, andleaf have a criminal record, andﬁa;—;ubstance g il f'/"?/—?
abuse problems %ﬂ-t-hjﬁb-t-ramng -H—i-;?eported?t'hat 83 percent of participants who,\attended the 7 / Fatlersfudies

/....9'/ Pmn'msf7
program are able to keep good jobs. The ra&ggf people whe-wer& able to get and keep a job after ... _ A=
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.. [o
t-heyhha@?aarticipatedxn government welfare training wa-s—enl;:- about 39 percent (Sherman, 2003,/ f:j{ raﬂk“’

p. 21). Training people on how to keep a job is a worth while cause. #f-organizations-like the :,?"

fnﬂ-ny—Arms;iea-nﬁ’ When the participants a-r:e«-donewi{h—ﬂ're?;)mgrams, they will have a greater —7}/ comp icle fiese/ >
opportunity to live a life that is productive and benefits,other people. both Tlemse/f and

What makes these organizations more effective than secular programs? The positive

- }ssp
C%QE’:_;:A’W outcomes are mesfﬁkel-ya;ied to the religion factor. Sherman reports that who live in —=
:; mg,:;";_,}’-:*q} dysfunctional neighborhoods are less likely to get involved in crime if they go to church” (2003,
bt g 0 ¥ e
ok frlg p. 21). The same study finds that kids who go to church are less likely to take illegal dmgsfhai;) versus
those who do not go to church. }igalso showr’ that going to church helps teens do better in%e gurg _/_._9'

school (Sherman, 2003, p. 21). Religion is able to help in all of these aspects because it gives the

kids a group to belong tqg/ifhey are taught morals and standards Aand are expected to live up to -%l uﬂvere,@ / 2
them. They learn of a high being who loves them and are taught of their purpose here on the or

earth. Lewis D. Solomon said that “religion is perhaps the one force in American society that

will help promote a cultural renewal” (2003, p. 19). Religion has the ability to change lives

LA /
Jaeea-usc-i{—eha-nges-peopla‘. %Jare taught to live in an honorable way. -I—t-eaﬁj’givg‘people a —?élﬂ- 07“’/’;
[tavo ]
S it
feeling of hope and love because they learn about a—lcu-gber_hmn.g_l.haz_lslhe:af@r—chenﬁ’ Their 10 and Hal fle
.f-

e mt fore.. 4

“help-promote-acultural-renewal”(Selomeon; 2003,-p.-19)J Faith-based organizations can not —a
only make arenewakin/a person, but they can cause a cultural renewal. #—he;’ can change the ?Mfmm,.%‘

- 'ans
world for the better because they af&ab-l-e—tﬁlelp people change, which .eea-}dtausg‘a chain _9/9/s

reaction. Sherman says faithabased organizations work because they “get people ‘right with God’ =

and this aids in producing positive social outcomes” (2003, p. 22). If people are able to feel that-
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{—herarQToved and supported by some higher being, it could make them want to do better. When /—9'
people learn to accept themselves, they can start putting their livesAto gether. thcy“W'i-H-bgmore ““é/ Iﬂ{f ¢
stratified with their lives and more likely to serve other people. This religio;( factor is missing in ws
ﬂ‘lﬂ-ﬁ%‘:ﬂﬁj government programs and is part of the reason,they don’t work as well for certain - / -'AJ*"‘_#'
people.

A study done by Robert Wuthnow, Conrad Hacket, and Becky Yang Hsug, found that 7
participant,in faith-based organizations trusted the-?a%th—basedj(;rganization more than those who ‘T/ of
participated in secular programs (2004, p. 1). %&tﬁ&n—imp@;tauuspecl-i-n—a—pregﬁemj%he et
participants need to trust that the organization is serving them to the best of their abilities. Fhey P i
need—&e—fee?éomfortable around the people that are helping them so that they won’t try to hide ;TIQ .y 2>
of their problems. When pmaple-a:e-t—wm—g—t@-geﬂrd—e-fq;. bad addiction, it is important to have oa’ﬁﬂi*j‘
people around them that they trust. The participants know that these people will provide the
support and help that they need. Sherman states thaty “program participants feel more loved, 7
supported, and inspired because they know those who are helping them are not getting paid to do

s0” (2003, p. 23).

%Mefsﬁidost of the people that labor in such organizations are volunteers who want to truly —~

help people. They let the participants know that they want to help them and are happy to be

4
there. Having these loving volunteers*Support is important to the participants. v

o+
Faith-based organizations we%k—bee&&se—ﬂaj participants éd—hke#reyhaf&wspemﬂ:le_fo; J""'/ he dsie o
Cr‘ "
givi-ng' back. The-organization-makes-thel participants feel needed and _\showié t-heﬂg that they can % A/ Bee
5 Wﬁ"’l’/h/n/—g’

make a difference to someone else in the organization or in their community (Sherman, 2003, p.

23). -I-i%’lese organizations are helping to teach that kindness and caring is needed in the worldy —9‘/@/@

o
therrthey-are-teaching-an-impertant-lessen. More kindness is needed in the world. Seculat? _g / @ )
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government organization mighgmakc participants feel like they have failed in Iif@&eet&d—m&kemﬁ’de’/ “1‘
them—ﬁeel—l-i-keTthey are only there for help because they aren’t-able-to help themselves. 'ﬂl?l{' / cantf

A study done in the American Journal of Public Health found that faith-based programs
cause an improvement in health. Most faith-based organizations that deal with health issues

focus on the preventionjof health problems

g ond cof'J
the-time-they-are-faced with-diffieutt-heaith-problems? (DeHaven, et al., 2004 p .1030) If faith- =
ba-sedj—c;rganizations pmeﬁﬁ younger people,from using illegal drugs, abusing alcohol, and ﬂeﬂ'«/ e / 9“327

unprotected sexual act1v1ty it will Wecause they will not have as manyf’; rfiip #fing "‘/ 4
/hald L»..—'fcm ik

health problems. In San Francisco,there is an alarming rate of younger people who have STDs. ,

’

=

Q‘ -
This-is-a-big-problem-se¢/a local faith-based organizationcthe Providence Foundation, worked = “7""’ problem,
called

with the Youth United ﬂ'nrough Health Education to screen@ for STDs and teach classes on @ /@

preventing,STDs. The Providence Foundation was able to receive some federal help, and-that/ the “"‘7"5«3" o
/2 [/ whi

made it possible for the teenagers to learn more about the dangers of STDs. Fhe-groups-were

‘preven-t—them?— These types of programs are free Awh-}eh—}t—makJ it possible for every teenager to-7 ”21 / ma/i:’m

R

attend (Moss, et al., 2004, p. 1081). Prevention programs are an easy way to )Stop a problem even creﬂ:fe IuDneners
5

before it happens.

p;evem—-ﬁmreﬁreafﬁrpmb-lemsf 7"
cha-n—be—a-Fgued-tha&?}aith-based organizations are not necessarily more effective thanjﬂﬂi&}j ' debTable

secular government organizations. The paper written by the Urban Institute brings up {-hg/ facts severs/

that the studies on faith-based organizations are not accurate. The studies they conducted found
that the participants in these organizations-ek?ﬁot reflect the general public. If people are going to Jod

participate in a faith based organization,it is probably because they have a religious background = / 2
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frn-di:rant religion to be part of their recovery or training (Kramer, et al., 2005 p. 19). #is-trae 0"

) t-h-J]s -"/@/wlj""‘

/
= The Urban Institute B-I-S{T argues tha@“since raw success rates do not adjust for the cost of —7/ —
£ N
Au: |
2 . f the treatment, it is impossible to know whether a particular approach achieved greater success
‘HM:S shouJ .
be 2 'i because of its faith based or because additional resources per case—including volunteer labor—
b-39£ ;mj-'{( | .
l had been applied” (Kramer, et al., 2005, p.19). Faith and religious principles may not always be @
the reason why faith-based organizations get the high success results. Sometimes it may take, —7/ s
more than jﬁs-;?eeling God’s love i-ﬁ—erdmxo overcome a drug abuse problem. Love from —-7‘:-.9-'

volunteers may—bgrneeded as well. Sheuld

ﬂael-are_beiug-mﬂ—bywehiﬂ%eeJ Different types of programs work-better/for different people. -7~ /=

Some people may de—g;ea-tjn a secular organization with caring people who get paid to work 7ipreve

there. Others may do-better if they participate in an organization that has loving volunteers who erce/

want to be-there/ helpi-ng?' other people. Fhese-typesoforgantzations-sheuld-be-able-to-get-funding —?{.9’
nel People should-have/a 7  Jeserve

choice of where they want to get their help from. H-a-faith-based organization-ean-not-operate

ﬂaete-ese—eﬁesﬁéuestions bfea-gh-t-u-p-eﬁxvvhether faith-based organizations violate Title 3@/ arise

VII when being funded by the government. (“Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, passed in 1964, Koseitha/ futes,

prohibits discriminatory employment practices in the private sector” (Resem-haﬁ: 2006, p.642). If -t
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the government -i—s—geiﬂézo fund a program, is it unconstitutional to not hire people of other faiths, :ﬂw/ 1‘/ @7
a-ﬁd-ﬂet—h'i'rcﬂ-remdg’ ,I’f the government starts to directly fund the organization, then the —~ / Tuxb 5y, / ©

organization shouldn’t be able to hire someone jaa{—baaeepan their religion. Fhis-is-a-diffrenlt s'w’e/y

iswe_hecausgf_aith—based organizations need to hire peoplg;,who are of the same faitl'bbaﬁi’f they -?:@/ el /.; l/l'
= .
a—re—reeei-v-ing?éovemment funding then they can’not discriminate against who they hire. 1fthe receive/ =

ke 3 e Tl ity

: Yokursfoees are hive,),

irel While organizations

. S .. .. Torth is 3 hindesgace
may feel that hiring people who are not of the same Feh'gfmrrsa-b-&d-ﬂmg,nlt may have positive / kg s miod it

effects. If mabess—eﬁa&atgmﬂdma;e-&ﬂ—eﬁhe—e&m@-fa&ﬂjt—here is g@-in-g_to_b;; greater sne veligon i represede)
A o
chance of proselytizing to the people who attend the organization W

Faith-based organizations that help people overcome d-i-ﬁﬁeﬁ-l-?iaroblems are a great asset /"o

foﬂgociety. They ea-lj’help people in ways that the government car not. If the organization is- % /—9’ / -}

-preweﬁ to effectively help people, then Maeui&hm*&fhe—epheﬁ—fweeéwj government funding‘ "'/ PM/"'“U -

‘Waijsble
Faith-based organizations will help the eeﬁﬂtaﬁ’i’n the long run because they change the lives of yﬂ:‘ﬁ) é‘fgﬁ s

people. They don’t just stop t-heﬂj’from being an alcoholic, but-t-hcy-g'rve?;hcm a belief and F»-waa'ua/r/‘wlf;/ o

sty ot sy 35

i

standards to live by. d some

- A !.:n"‘.‘f
people \tq-l-l-da-bet-l-ei— in that type of environment, but they need to.g-ive%unds to faith-based "™ /.‘ T ‘
) ’druuu e

organizations that a-re_ma-k-l.ng. diffcrences’ in peep-le—l-i-veﬁlwho struggle mﬂa—dﬁﬁcn-l-t—pfeblema- alowake 3/ 5 _
/ /e (ver aTHos /9
While the wal-%etween church and state should be?s—grong, this aid isn’t building up a churchit separasa, /remestn

helpind people overcome What have held them back. {-t—wi-H?E)’nly make our &
3/ 17Fey probles

Q:m 0 CIn

|-
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country stronger.
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