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Defending the Environment

“The Environment and Globalization” by Jerry Mander (2002) was originally written as
an article in the IFG Bulletin. The IFG, of which Mander is the president, stands for the
International Forum on Globalization. ¥is an association made up of leading activists, scholars, e IFG
economists, researchers, and writers all working to “stimulate new thinking, joint activity, and
public education in response to economic globalization™ (para. 1). The IFG is made up of
intellectuals and/Mander uses thie—fae{j{;) his advantage. Jerry Mander’s-uae—eg' intellectual 9%# /-?/—3'
diction, rhetorical questions, imagery, and expert opinions/sources ideffective in-tgd.n-g—t@makp( Ire /';,, ??f_“,
those from the IFG MelLas#iﬁse—'vv‘hﬁ-su-bse%e—tJthe IFG Bulletin awarenof the harms of 7:3-/ sub griless

globalization on the environment.

The éleﬁegr in Mander’s article is elﬂ‘atedj- more m—te-l-l-eet&J in itself and as such relates JJ|my/ —‘5‘/

Jdeademic

7;33 drawn in. [Carcinogens, conformity, and single-crop monocultures are some of the things he talks
TU:
Give an about and phrases he uses to interest his readers.

tnslils cedfoin em '.ons i d:s ruo\:ri whife

As—wel—l:Mander“us?’*repetition o-get-h set 7 / ’;/_?-/o}‘
emphasi 2o Tre oIl & is adicle; T . .
tuud&te&a—tmw e . The word “intrinsic” is repeated three times throughout the article

andiwith every use tbefe—i-gg negative connotation. Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines =g / g

intrinsic as “belonging to the essential nature or constitution of a thing” (p. 657). H-ewemi_; hen@/_&/@
used in the article, it-seems-to-measd unchangeable, a sort of “this-is-how-it-is” thing. One-starts ﬂ‘,,,“",;‘:{ comes fo

telfeel that anything thatid intrinsic is bad. Environmental and social problems that come from ?epJer: Leq.n‘ﬁ/

E, Eﬁ 4r, globalization are {'intrinsic to the form (p. 85). Br@blems—sueh»ﬂa:\__fimses and bacteria that-are N, /@ / ¢

The Zua—f
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%@E"Plﬂh transported because of increased global trade are(“intrinsic to the model’) (p. 88). Environmental

Tete

6/53&3%2 problems are@nsw to [the] shift in industrial agﬂWp 89). All-of these-intrinsie-things-

eause-px:eblems—i{—seemg Mander knows that when there 1s aAproblcm, most people, especially 2/n enfonnei|

CA)#,“.-Q those from the IFG, @ﬂ(e to think that there is nothing they can do to change 1t) They-like-
rS el
‘9'3 B t-e—have—a—eay—m—rssuc? Mander plants the idea that the problems with globalization cannot be -

ﬂras.

Lq}).?z dlscussed Mander asks(‘@lnes anyone really believe this has something to do with feeding the o
%/, ."

changed W All of these problems are part-and-parcel with globalization. dﬂojﬂw Mp .
-Instead?f_geople must make-d shift away from globalization in order to make-the-problems-go —77 /@/_5"
away solve The. igsues.

Mander’s language Q-l—-l-l-ﬂ:l&j]/s very strong showing that he lﬂ-‘l@Wﬂ—Whﬂf‘hﬁ-ﬂ‘Hﬂk—gl He flat _?/um’u;ﬁnJ;
uydf b vs ﬂ.f‘f fj g

ga-t-e-a-l-lrj‘;he claims of those who have an opposing view to his own “preposterous” (p. 85). One (2befs
at is-it thatl —7//

makes Mander hav@ such a firm stance on this issue? Other writers m&?l’aelieve that the use of he/J / =

such a bias wmd?gripples one’s argument. Mander, however, uses this bias wordlto his  «afMion /-—?’

advantage. He—ha%the readeratrying to analyze why i-!—i-s?I:e thinks as he does; they are interested J@/f are (&7

in what he has to say. "Fhe-#e&der—is-kmked—a—nd—ﬂ%era‘Mander isra-b-le-teTslowly reel, them inl” 7 /f(o. /s /-7’
through the rest of his argument. thn-he-fepea@'fhe word “preposterous” (p. 89) at the end of'i:njk ;’_.'s veeied
use.

his artlcle Mander has his reade
wordd  proven his poin] Tofe Fcf #afnm realecs can onlyageee o hm

Rhetorical questions e;e-useé-te—get?t/he reader, think'mgébout the issues and topics "f"’?‘?ﬂ"’rf e
fo /

com //

hungry?” (p- 90) when talking about a “terminator” seed that farmers must buy annually. Heid 29/ 4 ﬁve =)
almost sarcastic in this question. ﬁuestions]suchl 3s-t-h+3’ emphasize the point thaf Mander is @@@ }J’/U"

mﬂkiﬂg—&ﬂf?:‘thc way it is phrased-eaﬂsegzhc reader to sit up and take notice. Qﬂﬂ‘thcn realizes for F‘““:}/ A /
cdusihg / Babs /’
=



-,
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@m&e—sel-gl’low m-l-l-y?and counterproductive M eeds that will not reproduce, and-thud ¥ /:'kurJ/ @/
A [l

force,farmers to buy more seeds the next year. In ending his articlgg Mander asks,* Who gets the s/ / by

scarce waterc-Bill Gates or the peasants in Bolivia” (p. 90). Placing this at the very end of the 22

Jeaves veaders b poler
'Ht-!'ﬁm c)r'ku%u’-

ene—s-mmd?’ The question eu-l-ﬂﬂﬂaltes? he whel-e-l-deg’ of the article and leavesg-ﬂg?o think aboutmnp?sﬂ/puﬂ/
vedlers
and quaq&ihe—wh&l-e—lﬂsm?/ Mander kne»%—sh&zhetorical questions such-as-these-ineite more guesTion He pubkm/

article 1s

ndensfands how/ provoke.
questions in h—i-sx:aders’ min%deeper—q-uest-ignﬁ %%exmportantly, Mander’s questions allow the %/ c/@/_r /
Aere
reader to form his or her own opinion whilenudging them towards his own views. 3t Hle same fime

Mander also uses imagery to make a point. In-one-easd he describes what would happen A an example
if people just accepted the seeminglydunstoppable process of globalizationg“Our only option = / :

would be to lie there, watch TV, and submit” (p. 85) he-eejg’ "ﬂmugh—l-h—k?’may be an over- 1 /éd.']e‘("’n ?‘a{w;f

exaggeratioqli-t—is-e-f%e&vea? n getting the reader to understand what-he-m&mJ One-ean-picturea A / e r?ciml
Als mc.:m'l'j

gk)baﬁraﬁonfh-is?:;n image that sticks and if'makes a clear point: if you don’t want to be a Monder shaces /&
mindless drone, don’t accept this idea. Aﬁ-@t-her.mm.plc-eg’ Manderls.use.oﬁi-ma-g-eab-ig:vhen he T /Factlee elarty

s peint
talks about the “mutual ratcheting downward of environmental, labor, and health standardy”) One

Teados flon T Tle/

oF/3/2/3]s[o
A—gmﬁ—m%mg&sheltrmﬁﬁﬁ—mmdﬁmagcs weh-as-dm-&nd—ﬂ?e-eﬂe—mﬂmenéd—p;meu&bg' _3—/ 9

help the reader to visualize Mm-t—ﬁ—bem-g-fa-lkeel-&beug' They are able to take part in what the!_,'—a;e-ﬂ‘, ﬁ,:t;‘;#
zeadmg—and-thcre#efe-eafe-abeu{—n—mefe‘r\ ﬂmf real and Jeel & connu{bn o well 7 2 %‘7‘*‘«":1&075"33

r A final example of imagery used idin Mander’s writing is thl description of the fate of 5 /.3'/ Afs

saﬂ%wture a person taking a ratchet to these standards and littleab)t:'}lttle ch}i)pmg them down.

farmers when industrial agriculturf! systems taki-n-g' over their jobsn“Eventually, the farmers and 2/ / e / :|

their families are forced to flee to crowded urban slums where they compete for rare, poorly paid



Environment 5

urban jobs. Families that once fed themselves become society’s burden, while huge

agribusinesses profit” (p. 89). ?h-is»use_nﬁnlagegz_is-]aighbheﬁeeﬁnghe picture is poignantand —7
ismeant to touch the reader, to-get-then? to feel sympathy. ©nd not only understands the result of J/-T/R'derf/f-!
industrial agriculture but en@l'ee/s’ and feeﬁ the results as well. Mander aﬂdersﬁ-ﬁd;the power of -?/—V/Jy/ui,ﬂ&,
imagery in swaying a readel;‘and—hé' carefully chooses/concepts that are especially important A /.3’/.5
%ﬁen—he—uses—t-hal—pewegj whea he e»qofoyo imaopry in his Jrffc/e .

Mander,uses expert opinion@mlrces to back up his argument. Throughout the article are ffle- / and
quotes, examples, and statistics from outside sources, A-nmmple—#em—a—Mmﬂe&peh&eeeﬁemﬁtﬁgg':ﬁ?m
lG-HGﬁd?/ ene-ﬁ-nds-gauotg{from an unnamed physicist as-well statistics from both the Food and —?/M:J:r / $ /;ml
Agriculture Organization (FOA) o-f_t.he-lJNan the UN itself. Fhings-sueh-as-this-give backingte _7

w*r&t—Mﬁndcﬁml-kmg-abOﬂ’T 'l:hey-g-iaée—iﬁ?:redibility, which in turn makes-if believable. —3'/ These.sowrces ‘ﬂe_v/

fkfﬂ?bém

S&mct-hi-ﬂ-g’is muel more convincing when (-he;e—efﬁr multiple sources e-l-l?destlfyq-n-g— to the Avxsue / _7/_77/_9{-:-

truthfulness-of that thing] Wgecause Mander knows his reader, he makes sure to V’gfﬁ'*""/ "f
_ whith helgfe. veadess Tocfle whal ke is $3ying. ;
use expert sources to back up his argument—%m%w
Mander’s case is convincing) yfe uses various leel-s—te—bae-k—u@inis argument and cause-h-ig’;] @/’ :‘i“:::f[’
readers to think about the issue. ”Fhr-eugh—!-lae—use—efzntellectual diction, rhetorical questions, ..3’/@

imagery, and expert opinions/sources h-i;create/{ a solid case for why globalization is harmful to k}r H&.Jer./’.j*

the environment. After reading “The Environment and Globalizatioﬂ‘one cannot but help but @

feel ready t(@n the bandwagon” in the fight for the safety of the environment.
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